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President Bush’s nomination of D.C. Appeals Court Judge John G. Roberts sounds an alarm.
As Deputy Solicitor General under President George H.W. Bush, Judge Roberts argued
vigorously against Roe v. Wade and defended Operation Rescue, one of the most violent anti-
choice groups in the nation. We cannot return to the dangerous time when women’s
reproductive health was the domain of politics, rather than their own private choice. Judge
Roberts’ record is questionable on other issues of civil and human rights as well, such as
environmental protection, religious freedom, affirmative action, Title IX, disability rights, and
worker protections.  We call on Senators to closely examine his history on these and other
matters critical to our civil liberties.

As an organization of more than one hundred research and policy member centers, we are
spreading the word on what women and men across the country can do to make their voices
heard concerning Judge Roberts’ nomination. The Council’s online Research-for-Action
Clearinghouse (www.ncrw.org) features our Member Centers’ analyses of his record and their
tracking of the confirmation proceedings. We also provide links to action steps on how to stay
informed, stay inspired, and stay involved.

At this seminal moment in history, we have to be vigilant. Any nominee molded in the
jurisprudence of Justices Scalia and Thomas – two Justices whom President Bush has called
“model” Justices – would likely undo years of hard fought legal rights for women and girls.
We urge that a thorough evaluation of Judge Roberts’ record take place, so as not to tip the
balance of the Court in a way that will lead to a rollback of women’s rights and a weakening
of our democracy. Our history and our future are at stake.


